CURTIS

Kent man accused of the manslaughter of a boy while driv-
ing : he successfully represented a Mr. Jones who was
accused by his wife of attempting to poison her with
arsenic : he was unsuccessful in defending Eric Hatry, the
barrister, against a charge of cruelty to a cat; but when
a young school-boy rugby footballer was charged with the
manslaughter of his best friend after a birthday party,
Curtis successfully defended him and established that the
blow was struck by accident.

In an important case in which he appeared for the Crown,
a verdict of " Guilty " was returned against Albert Probert
and Frederick Parker accused of the Portslade Shop murder.
In August, 1934, he was one of three famous K.C.s who
were briefed by Dorothy Sibley, a rich young girl, in a case
which the magistrates described as something very near
Alice in Wonderland. The charge of obtaining goods from
Harrods by false pretences was before the Court six times.
Miss Sibley had first briefed Mr. J. D. Cassels, then Sir
Henry, and finally Mr. Norman Bkkett.

In 1935 he gave some typically audacious advice to
motorists when he appeared for the defence in the case
of a man charged with manslaughter. " If you are ever
stopped by the police," he said, " don't for goodness' sake
touch the car in any way or you will be said to be leaning
on it for support. Don't sway at all when you are walking
or you will be said to be staggering under the influence
of drink. Spring smartly to attention, stand upright out-
side the car and say : ' I am not guilty of whatever you are
about to charge me with doing.'"

In another motoring case he secured the acquittal of Capt.
William George Mells, charged with manslaughter, after a
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